REMARKS 

A Notice of Allowance issued on February 20, 2004, allowing Claims 1-14, 16, and 1 8. 
The attached Request For Continued Examination (RCE) and this Preliminary Amendment are 
being filed to add additional claims. Accordingly, Claims 19-32 have been added. In addition, 
Claims 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 1 1, 12, 13, and 18 have been amended to improve their form. Therefore, 
Claims 1-14, 16, and 18-32 are pending. Claims 1, 8, 19, and 26 are independent. 

Consideration and an early allowance are respectfully solicited. 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C. office by 
telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our below- 
listed address. 



Registration No. 28,861 


FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-3801 
Facsimile No.: (212) 218-2200 


DC Main #166795 


-11- 


